
 

London, UK – 28th June 2009 – JCA, the longstanding, dedicated service provider 

to the film and television industry, has signed a long term contract with British 

Pathe’s new owners who recently acquired the British Pathé library from The Daily 

Mail and General Trust. The 90,000 stories, dating from 1897 and capturing some of 

the world’s most historic moments on film, can be viewed through the newly 

launched web site www.britishpathe.com  with all material elements held with JCA in 

both their physical and digital content stores, thus allowing customer requests to be 

processed in a speedy manner. 

 

The physical move of the library to JCA and developed link to Pathe’s new team via 

their fulfilment system means all processing can be done in a seamless electronic 

manner.  The physical material is largely held on DigiBeta whilst the file based 

workflow is sourced from a new high resolution digital library. The latter allows 

collections of clips to be digitally delivered to broadcasters and customers around the 

world using JCA’s media window. 

 

“Pathe have joined a number of clip library clients that we have taken on over the 

last few years” says Simon Kay, MD at JCA “The preparation for the transfer of 

servicing was extensively scoped and tested prior to launch. We are delighted that 

material dating back to the 19th Century can now be made available via our tape or 

digital workflows. ” 

 

 

 

 

“Pathe have sensitive materials which have to be delivered to the right people. They 

have to have control over when materials are delivered and also that sensible time 

scales are provided. ” continues Kay.  



 
 

““We see this move as a major development in re-establishing the unique and 

individual identity of British Pathé ” says Alastair White of British Pathe. “There is no 

doubt that JCA tick all the right boxes for our needs at British Pathe and we are 

highly impressed with the execution of their work   We are pleased to be working 

together with the         professional team at JCA to further develop the high level of 

service we offer.”  

 

-ends- 
 

For more information: 
Simon Kay 
JCA 
+44 20 8357 5400 
simon@jca.tv 
 
About JCA 
Established in 1989 and acquired by TVP Group in 2004, JCA offers total digital, tv and film service 
packages encompassing ageing film and video formats through to data capture at HD and beyond. 
Included in the services is an end-to-end Media Asset Management platform servicing client’s file based 
needs including online services, both secured and open access. JCA is a wholly-owned subsidiary of the 
TVP Group. 
 
JCA works with clients such as BBC, Channel 4, DRG,  Entertainment Rights,  NBC Universal and Kidsco 
to supply services including encoding, transcoding, digital transmission workflows, content management 
and file delivery.  
 
www.jca.tv 
 
About British Pathe  
 
British Pathe is one of the oldest media companies in the world. Their roots lie in 1890s Paris where 
their founder, Charles Pathé, pioneered the development of the moving image.  
 
They were established in London in 1902, and by 1910 were producing their famous bi-weekly newsreel 
the Pathe Gazette. After the First World War they started producing various Cinemagazines as well. By 
1930 they were producing the Gazette, the Pathetone Weekly, the Pathe Pictorial and Eve's Film 
Review, covering entertainment, culture and womens' issues. 
 
By the time Pathé finally stopped producing the cinema newsreel in 1970 they had accumulated 3,500 
hours of filmed history amounting to over 90,000 individual items. 
 
Over the last 30 years this material has been used extensively around the world in television 
programmes, home videos, advertisements, corporate productions and, most recently, in web 
publishing. 
 


